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The Task Force on Student Access strongly agrees with the intent of the Academic Information Resource Council’s resolution as adopted by CLRIT regarding the need for students to have 24-hour access to a personal computer and to the network. Such a CSU policy is clearly in the best interests of students, both in terms of their education while in college and in terms of their lifelong potential for employment and learning after they have graduated. Toward this end, the Task Force makes the following recommendations:

I. That the Academic Information Resource Council’s resolution providing all students with 24-hour access to a personal computer and network access be adopted and embraced as a Systemwide policy by the CSU.

II. That each CSU institution develop a campus-specific plan within the next 18 months that will achieve full implementation with the CSU policy by the Fall of 2000.

III. That the decision regarding how best to accomplish and provide for student access to personal computers and networks be made by individual CSU campuses based upon their unique educational programs and particular circumstances, as determined by the campus’ normal consultative and governing processes. 

IV. That each institution apply the recommended set of guidelines (attached), which includes topics and criteria that should be considered to ensure that the student access policy is defensible, prudent, and consistent across the CSU. 

V. That the concern about financial implications for the impact upon the student as well as the campus be given special attention as an integral part of the policy discussions about State funding, student fee structures, financial aid and other revenue sources. 

VI. That the Chancellor’s Office pursues an accurate interpretation of the financial aid regulations that might apply. 

VII. That the Office of Information Resources and Technology coordinate and facilitate efforts to seek special low cost financing arrangements with personal computer vendors leveraging the size of the CSU.

VIII. That California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, Sonoma State University, and Humboldt State University become pilot projects to serve as a test to establish reasonable and reliable benchmarks for evaluating the educational and financial impacts of the student access policy.
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