Survey of Technology Enabled Academic Programs

Campus:  California State University, Stanislaus

Name of program/project:  Introduction to Fine Arts

Responsible faculty member(s) and/or administrator(s) for contact:

Dr. John Mayer

Dr. Roxanne Robbin

Geoffrey Mulder

Email address of contact person: jmayer@csustan.edu
Phone number of contact person:  209-667-3452

Program/project URL:  http://www.csustan.edu/music/G_Mulder/1000/IntroFA.html


What are the educational objectives that drive this program/project?

As a result of completing the requirements of this course, students will:

· Understand the basic methods and materials of visual art, music, and theater.

· Understand the standards by which artistic works are evaluated.

· Understand the similarities and differences in basic concepts, values, concerns, and methods of inquiry in the fine arts disciplines.

· Attend campus and off-campus artistic events.

· Demonstrate reflective writing about observations of artistic performances.

· Understand how the arts function in society.

· Gain a broad overview of the social/political implication of the arts throughout history.

Briefly describe the program/project (please limit to 150 words or less):

The Introduction to Fine Arts class is offered every fall semester to approximately 85 students.  Most of the students are incoming freshman who are Liberal Studies majors.  The class is team taught by faculty from the art, music, and theatre departments.  The goal of the class is introduce students to a wide range of the fine arts both in performance and theory/history.  The material in class is shared in a context that will allow students to take forth the information to their future elementary classrooms as they introduce their students to the fine arts.  All up-to-date technology-driven delivery methods are utilized in this class, including PowerPoint (w/ video and audio), website, DVD, and CD.

What outcomes were expected from the program/project?

The course was designed to expose students to the basics of visual art, music, and theater.  The students were expected to attend artistic events and develop skills to evaluate these artistic works and then evaluate them.

What outcomes have been achieved to date?

The class has been very successful in accomplishing the objectives of exposing students to the language of the arts experience.  The collaborative approach and the heavy use of technology have been key to this success.  The arts portion of the class uses PowerPoint to show a wide range of photos depicting various styles and periods.  The theatre portion of class uses DVD's to allow students the opportunity to experience various forms of performance both theatrical and from the cinema.  The music portion of class uses both PowerPoint and CD music to exemplify the development of contemporary musical art forms.

Who are the beneficiaries of this program/project and what benefits do they derive?

The students’ benefit over the course of this class by learning about artistic structure and basic terminology of the individual arts disciplines, and by gaining a broad overview of the social and political implications of the arts throughout history.

What has contributed to this program/project’s success?

The use of technology in this class makes for a comfortable environment for students that allows for their active participation.  This class succeeds due to the enhanced accessibility provided by the use of a technology-driven delivery system.

Has anything inhibited the success of this program/project, and if so, what?

The initial inhibitor was finding a classroom with the necessary technology to provide all the curricular input.  Once a room was so equipped, the only inhibitor was an equipment malfunction at the beginning of a semester that required moving the class to an alternate room until the original room could be repaired.
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